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It's 1939, and Canada is on the cusp of entering World War II. Seventeen-year-old farm girl
Cornelia is heartbroken when she learns that her beloved soldier, Henry, has been killed in a
train wreck. Alone and carrying a heavy secret, she makes the desperate choice that will haunt
her for years to come. Never telling a soul, Cornelia pours out the painful events of the war in her
diary.Many decades later, Cornelia's granddaughter, Benita, is in the midst of her own crisis,
experiencing several losses in the same week, including her job and the grandmother she
adored. The resulting emotional and financial stress takes its toll on her and her husband, Ken,
who is also unemployed. On the brink of divorce, she discovers Cornelia's diary. Now the secrets
of her grandmother's past will lead Benita on an unexpected journey of healing, reunion, and
renewed faith.The full copyright information can be found below:2016 by Terrie Todd.P 2015
Brilliance Audio, all rights reserved.Scripture references are from the King James Version, public
domain, except for those that occur during parts of the story that take place in the 21st century,
where the New International Version is used. Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, New
International Version. Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by
permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.Grateful acknowledgment is made to reprint the
following hymns: Berg, Lina Sanell, 1832–1903, “More Secure Is No One Ever”; Crosby, Fanny
J., 1820–1915, and Lowry, Robert, 1826–1899, “All the Way My Savior Leads Me”; Tullar, Grant
C., and Breck, Mrs. Frank A., “Face to Face,” 1927; von Schlegel, Katharina, “Be Still My Soul,”
1697, translation by Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–1897, and Jean Sibelius, 1865–1957.

About the AuthorRonald D. Smith is Professor Emeritus of Public Communication and former
Chair of the Communication Department at Buffalo State (SUNY). He is an accredited member
of the Public Relations Society of America.
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sheryl hansen, “very heart warming…. What a story…. Sweet, reminiscent, everlasting…. A look
through many windows of time (stay on top of them.) The author brings you into the story as an
onlooker… what a talent she had.I take this time to thank the author for such a reading
experience.”

Jerry Barnes, “sweet, inspirational story. I so enjoyed this book! It is not your usual story about
life in Ww2. It intertwines stories of Cornelia, a young woman and mother, her granddaughter,
and many other characters in their family. Cornelia’s story is told through a combination of her
point of view and her diary as read by others, but it is inspirational and has many interesting
twists. Most of all, we are left with the knowledge that Jesus can guide us lovingly through so
many of life’s struggles, and makes each life valuable. This one will keep me smiling in memory.”

Donald Mason, “while earning our ‘PHT’ degrees and have enjoyed reconnecting via social
media in more recent years. I met Terrie over 30 years ago, while earning our ‘PHT’ degrees and
have enjoyed reconnecting via social media in more recent years. Having read her previously
published short story and some of her plays, along with checking into her blog from time to time,
I was thrilled to read and review her first novel. I’ve appreciated Terrie’s fun, creative personality
and quick wit over the years and feel it comes across well in her writing. I have to confess that
after reading one particularly scathing review before receiving my copy of the book, I was a little
apprehensive and approached the book looking for ‘a structural nightmare.’I’m pleased to report
that it didn’t take long with the use of dates near top of chapters and italicized diary entries, to
easily understand the transition across generations and get pulled into the story lines of the lives
of both Cornelia and Benita. I love the relationship between Cornelia and Benita and how Terrie
uses The Silver Suitcase & Cornelia’s diaries to continue to develop that relationship even after
Cornelia’s death. Call me sentimental; but having recently lost my own Mom and acquired her
journals, I can understand first-had the ‘pull’ that Cornelia’s history could have on Benita as she
tries to understand her own purpose following much personal loss.I loved the introduction of
Ramona and her son later in the novel and the role the Silver Suitcase and recovered diary
pages played into helping all involved begin breaking free from their past and move forward into
healing.The only ‘disconnects’ for me were (a) bringing the character, Miriam, into the end of
Chapter 29 – I kept looking for there to be repercussions to her discovery but never found them;
and (b) the diary entries that continued even though the Silver Suitcase went missing – couldn’t
quite figure out how that could happen (although I loved reading every single entry).The
epilogue was a little confusing at first; but the more I read, the more I appreciated Terrie’s
creativity in showing the ripping effect one life can have on many. It reminds me of Steve
Green’s song, “May Those Who Come Behind Us Find Us Faithful,” and challenges me to
depend on Jesus to help me live life well because I never know who is watching me live out the



faith I profess.Great first novel, Terrie!  Can’t wait for the next one!Darlene M.”

Sherry K, “Such a heartfelt story.. The author has such a way with her words, that you felt
everything that her characters were going through. She entwined every emotion that you can
think of along with a bit of mystery.  You don't wanting t to miss this one.”

Nancy, “Inspirational Novel. Excellently written novel spanning four generations and their
struggles, hopes, love, and sorrows, and their realization through each generation's faith into the
redeeming love of our Lord Jesus and the Father.A must-read for anyone struggling with faith
and needing hope and reassurance.”

Barbara Gaffney, “But God always uses all our trials & turns them into good. I loved how the story
went back & .... I thought it was going to be about how people lived through WWII in Canada
(which is my fav read) But surprise it was about faith. How sometimes we get mad at God but
deep down we know he's looking out for us. We need something to impact us & remind us he's
there. Sometimes we live to find out why things happen & sometimes it's after we are gone. But
God always uses all our trials & turns them into good. I loved how the story went back & forth
between the granddaughter/fam her mother somewhat, but the most interesting was the
grandmothers life..My mother would tell me how things were during the war falling in love
sometimes getting pregnant & how in those days such secrecy not to bring shame. I also loved
the diaries the grandmother left behind in the silver suitcase (love books with diaries letter even
emails) & was sad when the suitcase was stolen. But God used it for good & so many people's
lives were effected for the better after it was stolen. I enjoyed this book especially the secrets
(which I sort of figured a few) but also the love for fam was the most impacting. It was a good
read esp when you're going through a trial of you're own you are brought to awareness of God
that he is still working in your life even if you don't feel it. I only wish we learned more about the
granddaughters father. Other than that I totally enjoyed it.”

Audrey, “Family Reunion. Benita discovers an old suitcase filled with her grandmother's diaries
which she begins to read during a difficult time in her marriage. During World War Two, Cornelia
becomes pregnant with her boyfriend's baby and leaves for Winning to hide her secret.
Unfortunately the diaries go missing before Benita is finished reading them. She sets up ads the
hope that she will rediscover them. As a results she finds an aunt that she never knew she had.
This is a beautiful book on keeping secrets and family reconciliation.”

Sheri Hathaway, “A story of two women's lives in two different time periods. Skillful writing.. A
great read. Terrie Todd tells two stories in one, the 20th-century life of Cornelia Simpson and her
grandaughter Benita Watson, a 21st-century woman, and their individual joys and challenges
with love relationships, family, and career amid the social restraints of their particular time in
history. A late character in the story is Ramona, the child of Cornelia born out of wedlock and



given up for adoption. Her life adds another dimension to this conversation on the lives of
women. An interesting twist comes in the epilogue, giving us possibilities of how God can use all
things, even lost things like Cornelia's lost diary. This story is skillfully written.”

Janet Sketchley, “Heart-warming and faith-affirming. The Silver Suitcase is written in three parts.
The first shares parts of Cornelia’s life in the late 1930s and into the 40s, and the other two follow
her granddaughter, Benita, as she reads the diaries her grandmother had hidden in a silver
suitcase.Benita is married, with two school-aged children and an unemployed husband. Money
is tight, stress is high, and neither she nor her husband, Ken, have a strong faith to sustain them.
She always wondered how her grandmother developed such a faith. The diaries will show her –
and inspire her own faith to grow.Set in rural and urban Manitoba, Canada, this is a gently-
written story about ordinary people, with hurts, fears and attitudes to which we can easily relate.
When I wasn’t reading, I was thinking about the characters and wondering how things would turn
out.”

Pam, “Strawberries and Cream. Like strawberries and cream, I hoped this book would never
end. I savoured its story, the bits of wonder stirred into such real-life characters that I was sure it
was all true. From a common time in history -during World War II - Terrie Todd presents an
uncommon story, and yet it also felt so familiar as Cornelia's diary reached across generations
and brought families together with her honest revelations and feelings about the sad, often
humorous, and sometimes mystical events of her life. I eagerly look forward to reading Terries
next novels.Pam M.”

Marcia Lee Laycock, “A Heartwarming Story. Anyone whose family has secrets (and are they
any that don't?) will relate to this heartwarming story. Follow the threads as Benita learns the
truths that will change her life and the lives of those around her. Step into the past when secrets
were hidden but not completely buried. A lovely read.”

The book by Jack Welch has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 1,145 people have provided feedback.
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